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Tomorrow Is the Big Day
or 2 Irrigation Districts

By ELIZABETH CHAPMAN
Centeal Calitornia News Editor

Tomormow 15 o day of jubilation for fatvmers of the South San Joa
quin and Onkdile Irvigation districts
The Tri-Dom chaln of water bnrriers and powerhouses on the

mididle fork of the Stunislaus River will be dallcoted—a 52 million |8
dgollar protect conveived, Tmnnesd, und sty v | he oo amall
distriots without government financial ald

The praject, now in partinl operation, will be fn [ull swing next
voar nnd during the next SO yoars will pay for it=elf theaugh the sale
of ¢lootrie power to the Paclllc Ging and Eleotele Co, st the rate
of 2% mullon dollare n vear, It this salpy of power which backed
the revenus bondds sald on the open miarket 1o investors

Fifty yvears from now the twoo distiots will own the chain of
dams aml powerhouses, and the revenue from the power will go
Into treasuries of the districts 1

Developmoent of the power wus sooondnry in the minds of the
farmira of e distriet, wanbed witer Tor dry yvoars, and | 5SS

they wianted protection from Uood and oo mueh water
hedvy mountain runoffs. The power development

i ovears of
WaAR . moainne

to the end. Now farmers have a water conservation plan paving
for lteell, and one which will male monevy for thelr grandehildven
after the turn of the century, 1t could very well be that 'when the
power revenue starts aceraing to the reigation districts aller the
bonds are pald off, 1t will be sufficient to oliminate, or nedrly
clminnto, the tnx levies n tho districts

All this was pot aecomplished without struggle and without

oppasition,
Particularly in

thiere oppoaition.

who were not iy bavor of an

1 South Spn Joagquin Drrigetion Dhstriot wis
This came [rom somo of the volors of the distriot
Hiance with n publie utdlity company;
from some who feared the construction would menn liens an their
lands with possible digastrous consequences, and from seme wio
were skeptical that their small districts should unddrake such a
vist and oostly scheme.

It took education, explanations, and gevies after sories of mectings
in both distriets to show voters that the plan though costly, was
fensible, practical, and necessary, Voters of both digtricts gave their
overwhelming sapproval in 1952 after preliminary plans were pre-
sentod:

Then came the second, nnd almost  fatal
Beenuse of sn uiforseen tght monev mnvket, the bonds were schaod-
uled 1o be offered on ‘the market just af interest rates went up.
The S30,(00,000 estimpta vose 1o SAT,000,000, and then to 850,000,000
gnd Hnally to $52,000 000,

But persistence, refusal to give up, and the faith of Engineer Bert
Goodenough of San mncisce, pald off, Interest rates droppad,
new  contrictor negolintions were worked out, the Legislature
extended the completion date, and ground wias bioken June 17, 1955,

Tamortow. two years [ster, on Jund 15, 1957, the projest will be

dt‘dﬁ.‘\ t t“-t!

Landmarks Are
Lost in Water
Storage Plan

Several Tuolumnpe County Tnnd-
imarks have been erasesd with the
congtruction of the thrge dams on
Ithe middle tork of the
River,

Among the frst nn
[enginetring marvel of the Gold
|Rush duys—the flume line of the
Columbia sand Standslhus Waler

Tri-Dam Interest Bill s $31,000,000 st T 00

This Iell prey to the bulldosers
How much interest are the Oak-[zler a8 joint managers and associ-lof modern times during construc-
dale. and South San Jonguin Irel-intes, on a bid of approximntely san of elght-mile roud cut fust
yation districts paving for monoy 305 interest rate:
to nesure their farmers of wdee) The netunl interest rate, less| =& ° . Donnell’
quate water in dry vears and flood lun $83.000 premium, s JOLIRIE, Beardeley to the site of Donnpll's
pratection ? | The purchiser's premium pay to| Dam.
The snswer Iy SILOI0ETS over|the district of S83000 was 830 e old flume was constructed
a peviod of 50 years, and the dis-{(00 higher than the next bldder 100 yoars ago
Hets fig % choeap. wh fMoresd the same interest yirg '
fxluts Sigure 1L le chen; gt e sl Next 10 g0 waus a portlon of the
Stockton. |Pickering Lumber Company’s ralt-

They were afvald they wouldivate hut only S59,000 premium. |
have to pay more, Phillip Cavalero, of

The 31 milllon dollar Interest/attorney for the joint disteicts inlropd and one of (ts section camps
hill is being pald to the suecessfullthe Tei-Dam undertaking, polnts  Bath have bean relocated by the
bidder for the S52,000,000 revenue out the mterest rate is less than|imigation distvicts” contract with
bonds floated on the stock mur-|the US.: government is paying now | the lumber comipany, under which

abstucle—linaneing.

Tuolummne

{0 go 'wns

nbove the line of the ditch from

ket to finanee the dum amd power|on its bonds. they |
holme  construction, The bonds,| Where is the district getting from Pickering for the water stor-|
In two equal issges, aned in the the money to pay the interest? lnge reservoir al Beardsley,

name of the Ouledale Teeleation From sile of power o tho The T-_'T-.\‘!‘l.il'd vullroal now mms
Existrict, were purchibed by F. S PG&E av the sateof sboul 5100, wotosx Wid op ol (50 i, and e
Smithers-Solomon Bros nod Hui-lom per yoar for 50 years I Boardsloy

at Section Camp h':rlginul structure.

Tulloch Dam s
Irrigation Key

Tulloch, which les about 45

!
miles down river Prom Beardsley |--_D°nnel|,s DClm IS ,

the most important to the districts
Inzofnr ns stornge for Drigntion 18

concerttd and provides a stbilize-

tion of the viver ln thav it will be
uepd to store any oXSus  waner
which pusses the bpper warks,

The dnm 1s a concrle gravity|
type with a gate-contralled gpill-

way on the left abutment; bhow-
ever, most of the waler pisses
through twe ld-inch  diameter)

penstocks into the powerhouse, or
through  two  sls-inch  diameter
stoe] outlet pipes

Goodwin Dam, which Is rilsed
spven feet an part of this Job,
farms an afterbay (o regulate the;
discharge down river, This fs the
diversion works for the districts’)
irrigation svstem. A cansiderable)
Improvement in the gate stroe-
tures is niso part of the job

ppstablished just sbove the. res-
ervaoir. |

The lost landmarck that createsd!
ered bridge st O'Byrnes Ferry. 15

ﬂﬂ(i n new snnn hax :"f"l'l GTK‘!‘.“”
1ow mailes from the site HF e

iinrgest singls performance

DONNELL'S DAM—This is

in the chpin of three dams and powsrnouses on
the middle fork of the Stanislaus Rived. Their 5 _ j
vonstruction 18 the biggest project ever under- powerhouse, The sito = not easlly nocessible.

Power Source

Dénnells, which is the upper|
dnm in this projecl nlsa 15 the
most Important insolar as power

prixfuction & concernet
Thi dam 15 d concrete arch dam

with a gate-oontrolled overflow
fipillway on the left abutment;
however. most of the wnter will
enter the power tunnel located

Hust upstream from the dom ex-

cept T water which will be re-
lensed throupgh a low-lovel autlet
pipe 10 furnish water for flsh life
In the viver ar that which, will =)
wasted over the gpillwiy because
of an excessive inflow.

Witter is delivered to the power-| |
house through a 7.2-mile tunnel|}
'and an 81-Inch-diamnater penstock
n half mile long. After it s used|}
| there

it immedintaly
Beardaley Rescrvair
Contractor’'s Bond
Sets U.S. Record

Fifteen surety companies had al
part in the construction bond filed

enters

wirchnsed 280 acres of land|the gredtest uproar was the cov-lto. guarvantes completion of the

Tri-Dam project.

vl
newiing  ACompany.

1455, b the International!

s

the 200-foot
conerete arch dam at Donnell's Flat, Girst anit

LAY

high taken v

and Onkdale

SPEARER — Ilnrvey O, Banks,
director of the State Division of
Water Resources, will be the
principal speiker tomormow at
the dedication of the 52,000,000

nn Lrvigation district
it 15 n joint venture of the

[locution is under S0 fest of Water,| The $31189,850 hond presented ever filed n the United Sintes

An additionid bond f

was  thedd was filed covering payment
Bbond for Tabor and materialk.

$15.558-lof the Tri-Dam

I Y\ WY w''w N Wiw wrow v W

!

T ILLION SPENT
SR FOR TRIDAM
B POV/ER LIS

.] & Electric Cou

ndded me

Janquin

In addition, 8360000 has boen
ipent on the Curtle Substation o=
ficnted ot Standard City, It was

ecompleted In 1954 to provide nned-
ol power [or Lhe work at
D project.

All lines

iinta n

the Trd
STHE ATe

it of the project feed
termesd n

thie experts.

110, 000-volt line.

by

"I KV Hnea™

The line starts ar the Donnell’s
project. extemds Vi1 past  the
Bayrdsley. Dinm post S¢aorn and
ties into the PG Malones
powerhouss, From thit palnt it
|runs down nto the Valley. swhere

" (it tes inta the
bank junctiom.

It turns north from that point
and finkily ties Into the Ballois
Subxtation where it is distributed
o many San Josguin Valley
p‘.j‘:'lfé'.-

By contracting to purchnse the
s power output of the Te-Dam
power plants the PGEE made pos-
dille the sale of bonds for
struction of the brigation water
starage piojeat.

In the early stages of
Dam, construction PGEE ins

DOG Py & River-

(Tifl=

In this cuse,

: the Tri-
South San Joaquin

li

Irrigation districts. Behind this a 60,000-volt line from the com-
diam Hies n reservolr, aod downstremm 4 the pany’s Spring Gup powerhouse 1o

jsupply power for the electrically-
operated equipment. When the
Tri-Dam projecis were commpleted
the U000 vnlt line was convertsd

STATE OFFICIAL [iiiim s
SPEAKER AT D e Mot ket
DEDICATION | el

Huvey O, Banks director
the State Division of Water Re-

af 1 4

CRE will b the wincipal
spenkor tomorrow at the Tri-Dam Ty )
o ofl Gerwmony. > J

is zchesjuled [or
the  Beardsley

=
| The program
10:30 am. at
Powerhonse site,

Also on the program will be
N, R. Sutherland, president of the
Pariflic CGias and Elsctoie Co, pur-
chasers of the power output: John|
Vricling, chanirman of the South
San Joaquin Irvigation District|
board of ddirectors, and  Edwin
Koster, chalrman of the Oukdale|
Irrigntion District directors.

Tri-Dam Photos by
‘Record Lensmen

I All pletures of the dams on
thise pages have been taken by
Hecord photographers Fred Fearyl KEY MAN—Clarence Quinley of
und Pave Evans, During the pust| Oakdale has besn one of the ke
two yours they have pesentasd o) men In the planaing of the T
Recond remders the pléture story! Dam. The secretary of the Onk-
in its various, date Immigation District, he hax
[ptmao(mm:cfm' melalmhatduwpmim;ﬂm
ground-breaking to its completion.! tive seciatary of the Tri-Dam,

B

The TRI-DAM PROJECT

Combining progress
with sound

busi thod
With the completion of Donnells, Beardsley and Tulloch dams, a
- great new achievement is about to be dedicated.
DONNELS DAM, uee of (hree In the glant profect, v pletured hers uwniler eonsiruction, New FfO '“'I st ij f H'l H. h S. _ ‘I’[’l iddl 'FOI‘&
eampletell, this massive ancrolo arn ot abivve siream bed, 16 symbolizes the epening m the wesfern slopa o e g \erras, on he m e
7 a mew oua.for Caplral Oollioaiang: i i P , of the Stanislaus River, the people of the Qakdale and South San
- Joaquin Irrigation Districts now have sufficient water for most years.
. So ample are these storage facilities that they are now assured of
hold-over water for dry years. This means an opportunity is pre-
SOUTH SAN JOAQUIN OAKDALE IRRIGATION DISTRICT sented for more diversified farming and full production from all of
IRRIGATION DISTRICT OAKDALE, CALE. the land. ‘_ |
MANTECA, CALLY, Edwin Koster «.oueivnvorinennuansooiProsident ~ Perhaps of greater importance is the fact that the entire project
Joht E. Vrialing..veeessscassosseo. . -Prosident Paul A, Hunt vuuieusinnsesnnans.VicoPratident will not increase the water users' rate, nor was government aid
Harvey Male . ...oviivvivsnsia. Vico-Prosident B: V. Hanson .., aeuriesessnsninanysnsbicoctor needed, Sale of power from this project will finance the construc-
MIBnGRINR, SINAE 12 can wnrsiomocrsein s wy | DECBATSE Robect B, WathBU' 1onnseve<nnnensdSETo! tion cost. Neither will fhure' be any ancumbt:an?e on the land or
Dewey M Director Vidtor O Wedaaartn . Diractor the project. In fact, the residents of these districts may look for-
PLENIOR AR pRE aR 45 R Reas S T S e | A ward to the day when funds from sale of electric power will com#
Heory Alsland o.scqasnnerns - saaavons Diroctor C. W. Quinley..... . Secretary, Assessor, Colsctor plete full retirement of construction bonds, and these funds may
Mrs, Alice Hill . ....0 00, 4000 Socrotary-Treasuror RGBT ATHEY L o e rava s alahiae .Ckiof;}.ginur then be diverted toward virtual tax free districts.
A, MacNeil . ...000... Ganeral Suporintendaent A. C. Helbrook ......... Gen Siperijpendent .
Bernico R. Derickson ..... ..Assessor-Collector Milo A. Kroager ......oeessens os« oo Traaturer The directors and staffs of ?h? irfigah'on diﬁrich intarested are
Jacobs,sCavalero & Dietrich. .. .AHorneys af Law Minasian & Minasian. .. ... ...« <Aftornoyy af Law to be highly commended for their vision and business acumen,
- i' ; » d 2
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