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 TRI-DAM PROJECT 
MINUTES OF THE JOINT BOARD 

 OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING 

 September 18, 2025 
    Oakdale, California 

The Joint Boards of Directors of the Oakdale Irrigation District and the South San Joaquin Irrigation District 
met in joint session at the office of Oakdale Irrigation District, Oakdale, California, on the above date for 
the purpose of conducting business of the Tri-Dam Project, pursuant to the resolution adopted by each of 
the respective Districts on July 29, 1955.   

President Orvis called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. 

OID DIRECTORS SSJID DIRECTORS 

 DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

   ED TOBIAS  GLENN SPYKSMA  
   JACOB DEBOER MIKE WESTSTEYN 
   BRAD DEBOER JOHN HOLBROOK 
   TOM ORVIS  

DIRECTORS ABSENT 
DAVID ROOS, BILLY VAN RYN, HERMAN DOORNENBAL 

Also Present: 
Summer Nicotero, General Manager, Tri-Dam Project; Tracey McKnight, Compliance Coordinator, Tri-
Dam Project, Scot Moody, General Manager, OID, Sharon Cisneros, Chief Financial Officer, OID, Peter 
Rietkerk, General Manager, SSJID, Forrest Killingsworth, Engineering Manager SSJID, Mia Brown, Legal 
Counsel, SSJID, Casse White, Executive Assistant, Oakdale Irrigation District. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

ITEM #1 Approve the Regular Board Minutes of August 21, 2025 
ITEM #2 Approve the Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements for the seven months ending 

July 31, 2025 
ITEM #3 Approve the August 2025 Statement of Obligations 
ITEM #4 Approve the 2026 Health Insurance Coverage renewal 
ITEM #5 Approve the Wester Hydrologic Professional Service Agreement Renewal 

A motion was made by Director Spyksma, seconded by Director Tobias, to approve Consent Items 1-5 as 
presented. 

The motion passed 7-0 by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Tobias, Orvis, Holbrook, Spyksma, Weststeyn 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINING: None   
ABSENT: Van Ryn, Roos, Doornenbal 
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ACTION CALENDAR 
 
ITEM #6 Presentation Stockton East Water District (SEWD) Land Use  
 
Item moved to the October 16 meeting.  
 
ITEM #7 Possible adoption of Resolution No. TDP 2025-09, accepting the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Boating Access Grant Program – Invasive Mussel Response award, and 
authorizing the General Manager, Compliance Coordinator, or designee to execute the grant 
agreement and related actions.  
 
Tracey McKnight, Compliance Coordinator presented.  
 
A motion was made by Director Holbrook, seconded by Director BeBoer to approve item 7 as presented. 
 
The motion was approved 7/0 by the following roll call vote:  
AYES: B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Orvis, Tobias, Holbrook, Spyksma, Weststeyn 
NOES: None  
ABSTAINED: None  
ABSENT: Van Ryn, Roos, Doornenbal 
 
 
ITEM #8 Discussion and possible action approving the Mount Elizabeth 5th Amendment to the 
Lease Agreement with Verizon Wireless.  
 
Summer Nicotero, General Manager presented.  
 
No action was taken by the board. The agreement remains as is.  
 
ITEM #9 Discussion and possible action approving the quote for the purchase of new valve 
assemblies and C02-filled bottles for fire suppression and subsequent capital adjustment.  
 
Summer Nicotero, General Manager presented.  
 
A motion was made by Director Syksma, seconded by Director B. DeBoer to approve the item 9 as 
presented.   
 
The motion is approved 7/0 by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: B. DeBoer, J DeBoer, Orvis, Tobas, Holbrook, Spyksma, Weststeyn 
NOES: None  
ABSTAINING: None  
ABSENT: Van Ryn, Roos, Doornenbal 
 
ITEM #10 Discussion and possible action approving the replacement of Donnells high-bay lighting. 
 
Summer Nicotero, General Manager presented, clarified that the agenda item pertains to all Tri Dam 
powerhouses.  
 
The Board requested additional information be provided on the brightness and asked for different vendors 
with similar lights for cost saving. The item is to be continued until the October meeting.  
No public comment  
 
A motion was made by Director DeBoer, seconded by Director Spyskma to continue the item until October 
and direct staff to obtain additional quotes, reconfirm lumen specifications, and conduct further research.  
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The motion failed for lack of majority vote as follows:  
AYES: B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Orvis, Spyksma, Weststeyn 
NOES: Holbrook, Tobias 
ABSTAINED: None 
ABSENT: Doornenbal, Roos, VanRyn 
 
A motion was made by Director Tobias, seconded by Director Hollbrook to approve item 10 as presented.  
 
The motion failed for lack of majority vote as follows: 
AYES: Tobias, Holbrook, Weststeyn 
NOES: B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Orvis, Spyksma 
ABSTAINING: None   
ABSENT: Van Ryn, Roos, Doornenbal 
 
 
ITEM #11 Discussion and possible action approving purchase of a new Ford Explorer to replace 
the Compliance Coordinator vehicle. 
 
Summer Nicotero, General Manager presented.  
 
A motion was made by Director Holbrook, seconded by Director Tobias to approve item 11 as presented.  
 
The motion passed 7-0 by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: B. DeBoer, J. DeBoer, Orvis, Tobias, Holbrook, Spyskma, Weststeyn 
NOES: None  
ABSTAINING: None   
ABSENT: Van Ryn, Roos, Doornenbal 
 
ITEM #12 Staff Reports  
 

A. General Manager Report 
Summer Nicotero, General Manager, had no additional comments to report. Director Holbrook 
praised staff for their efforts during Safety Week, specifically recognizing Shelley Valdez and 
Gary Sawyer. He also inquired about the status of the Sonora office building project. GM 
Nicotero explained that the delay was due to the architect’s initial failure to complete the required 
specification book for public bidding. The work has now been completed, with minor edits to the 
plans being finalized. The bid package is expected to be released later this month. She 
confirmed the floor plan remains unchanged from previous reviews, and to avoid further delays, it 
will not be brought back to the Board. 
 

B. Operation and Maintenance Report  
Directors commented on the recent confined space rescue training. Director Spyksma 
highlighted the importance. Director B. DeBoer emphasized the value of realistic emergency 
exercises, citing a recent issue in Sacramento. Director B. DeBoer also inquired about the 
progress of pole replacements. GM Nicotero mentioned they are working towards a progressive 
design bid process, allowing contractors to propose site-specific solutions, and are including 
vegetation management in the project. Gannett Fleming is assisting with bid solicitation 
development with an initial draft expected in the next few weeks. Director J. DeBoer 
acknowledged the removal of a hazardous dock, noting it demonstrates Tri-Dam’s ongoing 
commitment to improving public safety on the reservoir. Director Orvis suggested increasing 
public awareness during PG&E outages to highlight Tri-Dam’s role in maintaining power through 
islanding. GM Nicotero indicated for the upcoming week in October, she plans to work with the 
coordinator to request revised notification letters to inform customers their power will remain on 
thanks to Tri-Dam efforts.  
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C. Compliance Report  

Director Tobias thanked Tracey McKnight, Compliance Coordinator, for her work on invasive 
species management and collaboration with neighboring reservoirs.  

 
ITEM #13 Generation Report 
 
No discussion  
 
ITEM #14 Canyon Tunnel Project Update  
 
Forrest Killingsworth, Engineering Manager, SSJID, addressed the Board on recent construction activities, 
updates on permitting, community outreach, and concluded with a discussion on the structural analysis of 
the cable suspension bridge.  
 
ITEM #15 SJB August Field Report  
 
No discussion  
 
ITEM #16 Board Comments  
 
Director Weststeyn had no comments.  
Director Spyskma appreciated the detailed work by staff.  
Director Holbrook appreciated staff for their professionalism. 
Director Tobias thanked staff for preventing the spread of invasive species.  
Director J. DeBoer recognized Tracey McKnight for her efforts preventing golden mussels. Excited for 
rain.  
Director Orvis commended Tracey McKnight; reminder of ACWA in San Diego in December and seeking 
workshops with FishBio/AWCA. 
 
The Board adjourned to the Tri-Dam Power Authority meeting and reconvened at 10:47 a.m. 
 
The Board recessed from 10:48 a.m. to 11:05 a.m. 
 
The Board convened in closed session at 11:05 a.m. 
 
CLOSED SESSION  
 
17.a. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
 Government Code § 54956.9(d)(1) 

1. Threfall Ranch L.P. v. Oakdale Irrigation District, South San Joaquin Irrigation District, and 
DOES 1 through 50, inclusive 
Superior Court of California, County of Stanislaus 
Case No. CV-24-006033 
 

2. San Joaquin Tributaries Authority, et al v. California State Water Resources Control Board 
County of Sacramento Superior Court 
Case No. JCCP 5013 

 
 b. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
  Significant Exposure to Litigation 
  Government Code § 54956.9(d)(2) 
  One (1) Case 
 
 c. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
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  Initiation of Litigation 
  Government Code § 54956.9(c) 
 
 d. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR 
  Government Code § 54656.8 
  Property: Water 
  Agency Negotiator: SSJID General Manager, OID General Manager 
  Negotiating Parties: Parties Unknown 
  Under Negotiation: Price and Terms of Payment of Sale 
 
 e. THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OF FACILITIES 
  Government Code § 54957(a) 
 
 f.  PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 
  Government Code § 54957 
  Title: Legal Counsel 
 
The Board reconvened to open session at 11:45 a.m.  
Director Orvis stated there were no reportable actions taken in closed-session. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
President Orvis adjourned the meeting at: 11:45 a.m. 
 
The next regular board meeting is scheduled for October 16, 2025 at the offices of the South San Joaquin 
Irrigation District at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
     
Summer Nicotero, Secretary 
Tri-Dam Project 
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